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Pſalm 15. 4. He that ſweaxeth .to his. 
own hurt and changeth not. 


H o he 
1 ſe wy 
"7s 


*HIS Plalm contains a Dialogiſm; or di- 
icourſe of the Royal Prophet within him- 
{elf where he firſt propoſeth a queſtion, 
and aiterwards gives the anſwer, The queſtion 1s. 
in the firſt verſe. Lord, who ſhall abide in thy T aber- 
nacle? whe fhall dwell in thy holy hill? that is, who 
{hall be accounted worthy to be a member of thy 
faichfull congregation here, and to be admitted in- 
to thy preſence hereafter ? The anſwer contains 
firſt in general the whole Duty of man, be that, . 
walketh uprig htly and worketh righteouſneſs, &c. after- 
wards divers duties in particular; and among the 
reſt, this of conſtancy and faithfulneſs in keeping 
thoſe promiſes which we have confirmed by an Oath, 
And becauſe the greateſt temptation to the breaking 
of Oaths proceeds from feare of ſome temporal 
damage, or proſpe& of ſome worldly advantage; 
4 therefore it is ſaid be that ſweareth to his hurt and 
| Changeth not, We are alſo hereby to underſtand, 
4 that ſince the Plalmiſt hath given us this for a di- 
{tinguiſhing CharaGer of thoſe perſons who are to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, it is implied that 
ſuch as have not this qualification, ſhall not enter 
therem, and conſequently he ſhall be excluded, who 
; A _ recedes 


recedes from thoſe Oaths which he hath once made, 


though the performance of them proves never o 


much to his diſadvantage. 


But 'twill be to little purpoſe to preſs and incul- 


cate the neceſlity of performing any duty, unleſs 


in ſome meaſure we.may' 'be ſatisfied to what caſes - 


the duty doth extend:. and this will be more eſpe- 
clally necdful in diſcourſing on our preſent ſubjett, 
which doth contain fo great variety of doubts, occa- 
fioned by the particular circumſtances of ſome, and 
by the' wanton inventions of others, that one can- 


not eaſily comprehend them all, or place them ina 


right order, or reduce them to certain rules. Never- 
theleſs | ſhall: endeavour to lay down ſuch princi- 


ples, "as. we'oughit forthe moſt part, in the reſolu- 
tion of particular difficulties, to be diredted by. And 


ro yu end I ſhall enquire, 


\ Th what' cifes ant Qath doth oblip e and; wie 


diag ir may be'taken fot a-general ve tha thar he who 
hath- ſworn to his neighbour, muſt not change, 

2, According to whoſe ſenſe it doth oblige. For 
unleſs thar. be leared 1t will be fomerimes: difficulr 


for a man to know himilelt, more difficult for any 


one elſe to know, whether he hath done according 
rohis Oath or no. ” 

2 And laftly after hadlng: confidered: in what 
caſes, and actording to whoſe fenſe an Oath'is obli- 
garoty, it, will be fit ro ſhew, whar it is to be ſo bblig- 
ed, how greatthe obligation of an Oath is, that we 
may both ſee with how much juſtice the keeping of 
Oaths is required of all'rhoſe who do expett Gods 
fayour, and may alfo' be our ſelves induced to ivef 

rn1s 


C3) 
this part atleaſt of the CharaRer ofa righteous man. 
| He that /wearerh. to his Purt, or as:lome have it, he 
that ſweareth to his neighbour and changeth not.- ; © 
1. And firſt ro underſtand when: an Oath doth.,o- 
blige, we may obſerve, that all, or at leaſt the pringi: 
pal cales are reducibleto 3 heads, toralmuch as they 
concern the matter :of,the Oath it :ſelf, --the, palen 
|- ſwearing, or the perſon: to-whom; £15 (worn, E431 
t x; There are divers'caſes relating to the matter of 
1 the oath ir ſelf, It may be impollible, or uniawial, or 
an obſtacle to a.greater- good, or pbrely indifferens, 
or @ thing concerning. which'a..man doth: doubt 
whether .1t be lawtfoll ar no: ood oe? 
1, No oath can oblige to that which | I3 poſſible, 
Andrheretore it the Mol were impoſlible. at firſt, 
it was indeed a iault to ſwtare,. bur it can be 0 
fault afterwards: :not. to.do' that which :.cannot be 
done, If the matter at firſt were not; ,but now is 
become impoſtible by the {wearers fraud. or neglt- 
gence, then it is to be look'd upon as omitted when 
'twas-pollible. . Bat if it.be {o.now- by ſome-unlikely 
and unforeſeen accident; as for inſtances if, a man 
promiſe to another the aſe of his houſe which after- 
wards happens to be burnt down; no wan will shWink 
the ns at all. blameable 1n ſuch»d:cafe,:ak 
though the promiſe. were:'never {0 talemly! Gan; 
firmed by an oath. | oo A dr. 
2, No oath can WIRE to that which is WI KI - 
And therefore if a man hath:not{wora in!;ufece;' that er. , a. 
is to ſay, if he hath ſworn-to any unjuſt or diſhaneſt 
i adtion, he is not obliged ro'pertorm: aecyrding;.to 
1 what he. hath ſworn ; neither can he fo periorm it 
1 as tO make it true, A 2 He 
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He is:not obliged to. pie according to what. 


kehath: ſworn: Juan + nd man can by breaking one: 
of the Commandments, acquire to himſelf leave, 


much leſs. an' obligation to -break any of-the reſt. 


The rules of morality are eſtabliſhed by God for: 


ever, and ſome of them {o- neceflarily conſequent 
apon his attributes, as not to be changed by him- 
 felf ; much leſs can they. be made of none effect by: 
any contrary a@ of ours. Befides, it were a contre- 
diction for a man to be bound in duty to do contra- 


ry to his duty; that the fame thing ſhould be com- 
manded and prohibited -by the Laws of God at the 


ſame time; that a man ſhould be obliged under 
penalty of damnation to dothar which God under 
the ſame penalty hath already forbidden. It theſe 
thin#s were reconcileable, it ery be an eafy matter 
tor any man to reverſe all the Commandments, and. o- 
blige himſelf rolive in a continual breach of them, ſe- 
ing he could: by once ſwearing make himſelf to have 
what Laws he pleaſed, or to have no-Laws at all, 
either about oaths or any other matter, Therefore 
a man 1s not obliged to perform. EN to ſuch 
an oath. 
Neither can he ſo perform it as to make it true. 
For it 1s faHe as ſoon as.-it is taken. It is juſt as if he 
had ſworn to that which: is impoſſible. 1d qui/que 
poteſt facere quad poteſi jure facere. That which a 
man cannot lawiully do, he cannot do. He can-on- 
ly add one fin to another, and increaſe his guilt by 
thus endeavouring to rake it "ft: As did Herod IN be. 
RESg: Fohn the Baptiſt. 

And trom hence we may A _ ro —_ a 
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right judgment of divers caſes wherein particular 


virtues are concerned; caſes, wherein an oath 
would otherwile engage men to do atts .contrary to 
Piety, or Juitice, or Charity, or. Humanity, or the 
like; for example : | 

Fiety requires us not only 1n general to keep the 
Commandments of God, but more eſpecially to ob- 
ſerve and attend his immediate worſhip. No oath 
therefore. can oblige a man. not to worſtip God, or 
not to. worſhip him in a due manner, or not to 
worſhip him at fit times; or to pay that worſhip 
or that honour to any other which.is.due only ta; 
him: | - 

Juſtice requires that we do not invade the rights 
and privileges of other men, And therefore 

It a ſuperior- hath power of. commanding our: 
ſervice in any matter, we may- not: without his con- 
{ent engage. our {elves in another that 1s inconfi- 
ſtent ; or, if we do, tis.{till ro be underſtood with 
this proviſo, as long as he gives us leave. The pow-: 
er of a King cannot be limited by. any oath: of his ſab 
ject, or of a Father-by that. of his Child, or-of,a Ma; 
fter by that of, his Servant, . Thus in the 30" of 
Numbers, the vow: of a.woman being in :her Fathers 
houſe in ker youth, is of no effect if- her Fat her diſallow 
her ; and the vow of a wife is of no force, if her husband 
diſallow her ; becauſe it were abſurd to think that . 
they by {wearing or vowing could limit their fupe- 
riors power, or give away that which was not at their - 
own diſpoſall. If therefore any Saperior by Stature | 
hath reſerved to himſelf, or by his Prerogative may. 
claim, or time out of mind hath had, the. diſpoſal ob . 

A 3 any 


CTY 
any place or office by vertue of his own powet ; 
then no inferiors oath can be of ſufficient force and ; 
validity to prejudice that power, . But it there ne- | 
ver were, any ſuch power , or if that power were 
o1Ven away, Or if that Superior hath conſented to 
Statutes, and in them to oaths whereby men have 
{worn to certain things which are limitations of 
the ſaid powerz-then the .matrer ot the oath being 
jutt and cherirable, and encoaraged by a lawtull Au- 
thority, there being beſides the interiors oath the 
ſuperiors own ad, there 18 p:rhaps ſcarce any pre- | 
cence UPOn which ſuch an oath can be accounted 1n- | 
valid, or ſuppoſed to imply any ta:ther limitation, | 

And as an inferior cannot limit his [uperiors Pow- 
er by ſwearing, ſo neither can a ſuperior that of his 
inferior,nor any man the rights of any man, becauſe | It 
1s {ttt] contrary tojjuſtice. EE 

For the fame reaſon of Juſtice no one can Inva- 
lidate an oath by ſwearing quite contrary 'to what 
he ſwore before , or to what he barely promilcd ; 
for a promiſe 1s a transferring of right irom our ſelves 
ro'him who receives the promiſe; we cannot there- 
fore diſpoſe otherwiſe of a thing that is ſo transfer- 
red, or load it with other conditions then at hrſt 
were made; for in.ſo doing we endeavour t fo give 
way that which | 15none of our Own. - 

 Alfo oaths contrary to Charity or Mercy © or Hu- 
manity are void; as if a man ſhould ſweare not to 
give any thing to his Children, notto alter his Will, 
not to give Alms to the poor, never to lend mony, 
never to become ſurety for any man; and afterwards 
reaſonable and pious motives to do ſuch aGions'do 


2 ofter 


; i, 

; offer themſelves, it would be many times: an uncha- 
; ritable., an anmercifall, an inhumane practice to 
keep fach kind of oaths, NI 

And thus are we to determine in other caſes of 
the like nature : ; taking it always tor granted, that no 
oath can oblige any perſon to commit a fin, or pri- 
vilege him trom keeping the Commandments of 
God - according: to that old rule; A non. 
pores eſse vinculum iniquitatis, 
A 38. cafe taken from the matter of the onh; is, 
| when it hinders a greater good. And here we are 
| firlt ofall ro preſume, that a man was not by virtue 
of any precept obliged to that good, for then this 
would be the ſame cale with that which went imme- 
diately before; and in the next place we. may at- 
firm, that a man ought not to recede from his pF 
for the ſzke of doing a greater good; for :example ; 
It any ſwear to another that he will give. him treely 
a ſumm-of mony, he muſt not afterwards: beſtow. 
that-on the poor, upon pretence of doing a greater 
good + becauſe as was faid betore, a promiſe is a 
transferring of right ; and though to givealms be a 
yirtuous aGion:, yet we are not allowed to take. 
them out of other mens.goods, 

But whatif in the 4th ;place-the :matter * onrely 
indifferent? There can be here no occaſion. of dith- 
culty, except the matter be allo of no moment. And 
he is undoubredly puilty of great irreverence to- 
wards God, that ite cite his name to a trifle, - But 
yet:1if any man be nſuch:unhappy circumſtaaces, if 
he hath taken an unlawtull oath, to do an indiffe- 
rent, but not an unlawjull thing, he is obliged to. 


2428 | 


(3) 
pertorm according to what he hath ſworn; & though 
the Schoolemen think not, becauſe the mortor it ſelf 
is but ſmall ; yet when a man hath bound }timſeli by 
an oath, it becomes a great matter; and fo muck the 
greater crime it is to do contrary to ſack a: oarh, by 
how much the eaſier it was to have made 2 It, good.” 

5. Tt the marrer of the oath be 13, 4s cauſerh a 
man to doubt whether it be twink or no, in that 
caſe, ſay lome, juramentum natear quantum wvalere 
poreft : For the reverence due to an vatlr, he ought, 
if he cannot be otherwiſe wel! convinced, rather 
to perform; according to that maxime, 772 dubizs pars 
tutior, As 11, firit to {wear to, and afterwards to do 
an unlawiull thing, were not asgreata crime, as fſim- 
ply to break an oath, A doubtiull conſcience 1s 
unfir for aftion; and the beſt advice at ſucha time 1s, 
that a man ſhould uſe due diligence to informe and 
ſatisfy himſelf, ſeeing God doth not require a duty of 
any man, which he hath not provided methods for 
him to underſtand, And ſo much for the caſes 
which concern the matter of the oath. 

2. There are others relating to the perſon that 
{weares, And here whenſoever we ſhall deter- 
mine that an oath doth not bind, twill be tor 
want of the perſons rightly underſtanding that he 
made one. 


If any one therefore ſwears, that knows not what 


an oath is, or is not doli capax, either by reaſon of 


his years, or becauſe he is a naturall fool, or mad- 


man, we cannot then ſuppoſe that he 1s obliged to 
rules. | 


If a man be diſturbed with anger, or overtaken 
with 
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with drink, we are then to conſider, whether it were 
in ſo high a degree, as to take away the uſe of his 


" reaſon; which if it plainly appear, either from the 


temper of the man, or from the groſs abſurdity of 
the matter, then he 1s not bound ; but otherwiſe, 
namely,if the perſon underſtood what he was abour, 
and the matter be tolerably juſt and equall, it 1s 
hard to allow his caſe to have been ſo bad, as that he 
ſhall not be afterwards obliged to periorm. 

And much after this way ſhould we anſwer in 
the caſe of fear, or any other paſſion, For it 1s a 
principle of very ill conſequence to hold, that oaths 
and promiſes are of no force which are extorted by 
tear, though it be limited, as Civilians will have it, to 
tear that may fall in con/tantemwvirum. For, ſuppole a 
man juſtly condemned to dye, ſhould ofter money to 
fave his life, and ſwear to the payment of it; ſhall 
not he be afterwards obliged, becauſe of his fear? 
what would become of the oath of allegiance and 
ſome Teſts, if all men might be excuſed from keep- 
ing them, who were induced to take them for fear 
of looſing offices and places ot trult, money, or cre- 
dit, or in ſome places life it ſelf? Perhaps it will be 
ſaid,thart this ought to be underſtood of a fear unjuſt- 
ly cauſed. Bur who ſhall be judge of that ? Befides, 
injuſtice in the impoſer will not excuſe perhdionſneſs 
in the taker, The paſſion is neither greater nor leſs 
for being unjuſtly cauſed. And no man of a con- 
ſtant mind, will ſuffer any force,whether juſt or unjuſt, 
to prevail ſo far upon him, as to induce him to 
{wear to that, which he either cannot or will not per- 


form. And therefore if a man,to ſaye his life, ſwears, 


B even 


even to theeves and robbers, to do any thing that 
is not otherwiſe unlawliuil, his fear 1s no ſufficient 
plea to recede from ſuch an oath, becauſe it was 
not ſo great, as to deprive him of the uſe of his 
reaſon, or to hinder him from making a prudent 
choice, 

And for the fame reaſons it is not lawtall, becauſe. 
anoath is unjuſtly impoſed, to ule equivocations Or 
mental reſervations, which are as bad as downright 
falſechoods, as will appear anon, 

I ſhall ſay no more at preſent, of any other caſes. 
relating to the perſon that ſwears, becauſe the doubts 
which may ariſe from his erring about the {ubitance, 
or the cauſes, or the conſequences of his promiſtory 
cath, are more fit to be placed under the <*, general 
head of this diſcourſe, when. we come to fthew 1n 
what ſenſe an oath ought to be taken, 

3 A third ſort ofcaſes are taken from the perſon 
to whom the oath is made. Perhaps hets an Ido- 
later, an Heretick, a Rebel, a profefisd Enemy, a 
Perjured perſon, or ſuch like. And theſe crcum- '$ 
{tances we need not conſider apart, but may give a 
general rule once for a!l, that none of them can be 
a {ufficient excuſe tor any man to break his oath. be- 
cauſe by the Law of Nations, oaths ought to be in- 
violable; and therctore every one, how talfe foever 
he is, or may have been himfſcif, yet fo long as he is 
partaker of human nature, retains 4 right to be 
faithiully dealt withall by other men. Otherwile, 
indeed, there could be no ſuch thing as a Law of 
Nations ; there conld nor be any fecure dea ling, 
eitherin time of War or Peace, between ſo many Na- 
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tions and people of different inclinations and Reli- 


gions, And if it ſhould once happen, that their 
quarrels brake out intoa War, it woaid be impoſſ1- 
ble ever to make articles of agreement. Ir is not 
thereforeenough tor us to ſay, that a perfidious per- 
{on deſerves no better uſage then himſelf will afford 
to others ; unleſs we can allo thew., that we have a 
right to inflict ſuch 7 a puniſhment upon him. And 
fach right we can never obtain, by reaſon of his 
breaking his i2ich, with others, with our lelves, or 
with God, Not becaule , he hath broken his faith 
with others, unle{s it will follow alſo, that we may 
robor ſteal from, or commir any other treſpaſs upon 
any man that hath ever done the like toothers. Nor 
becauſe he hath broken his faith with us. "Tis true 
indeed, that 17 the promiſe be made to him under 
a condition, and that condition be not performed, 


_ the cromiffory oath can no longer oblige, becauſe 


no oath obligeth to more then it implies. Other his 
ett cannot afford us any ſuch privilege; 
both, becauſe it is not lawfull to puniſh one fin by 
the commiſſion of another, and alſo, becauſe we 
have renounced all exceptions taken from his former 
faults, by ſwearing to him, and making a contraGt 
with him. And, if it be ſufficient to allege, that he 
hath broken his faith with God, we may by the ſame 
reaſon pretend to a liberty of breaking our faith with 
any man, thar harh ever broken his Baptiſmal! vow. 
Concerning the oath of Joſua and the Princes of [/rael 
to the Gibeonites, it is very well known, that they 
held chemſ-lves with the greateſt exaftneſs beund to 
kecpir, though it was obrained from them by fraud ; 
B 2 chat 
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(T3 3 
that God himſelt ſhewcd he approved the keeping ot 
itin 7oſua, by an eminent vifory, and revenged the 
breaking of it upon Saul by 3 years Famine, and the 
death of fevenof his Sons. And yet theſe Giveonites 
were Heathens , Idolaters, worſhippers of Devils, 
perſons, whom God had given the [ſraelites leave 
utterly to deſtroy. For I call that leave, and not a 
command of God todeſtroy the {even Nations, Deu?. 
20. 17. and M", Selden in his book de jure naturali Wy 
gentium juxta dodrinam Hebreorum, lays, the antient 
Rabbins did ſo expound it. Or, ita command, it-was 
not abſolute, but conditional. Which ſeems to be 
intimated in 7o/ſ. 11, 19and20, Where it is ſaid; 
There was not a City that made peace with the Children 
of Iſrael, ſave the Hivites the inhabitants of Gibeon ; 
all other they took. in battle. For it was of the Lord to 
harden their hearts, that they ſhould come againſt {ſrael 
in battle, that he might deſtroy them utterly, and that 
they might have no favour, but that he might deſtroy 
them, as the Lord commanded Moſes, By which it 
{eems, that there had been no neceſlity of deſtroy- 
ing the reſt of thoſe Nations, had they offered them- 
ſelves voluntarily to become Tributaries and Ser- 
vants, and had not their hearts been hardened to 
come againſt //rael in battle + Moreover, it Goas 
command had been abſolute, we muſt either ſuppole 
lome private Revelation to recall it, which is un- 
likely, ſeing it is not that, but the oath that is in 
expreſs terms infiſted upon ; orelſe the oath of Fo- 


ſua and the Princes of the Congregation had been un- 


lawiullas tothe matrer of it, becauſe contrary to the 
expreſs precept of God, and therefore ought not 


to. 


_= 
Go 5 Ons, + n, —_ 
" - A - <4 ” - . o 
w_ te tin Ce do entufou tan te TESTS Sr vr. # ay rs oe er . 
_ = o* —— «08 "tp hong 4 gr ” hy Fn 
GL 


i 


" — —; os a nd 2 "2 PE OY (Oe: 8, of p ey" "i : p 
« FE» I uns = a re tin oy HT Tp he Sv wes Ag De vICS A Go fig 


po Sts Sat iD FLIP III n 
po WET Oe, + p $ En ge, IDS ns ES 


'0 


T3 7 
to have been kept, by whatſoever means they had 
been induced to take it. Whence it would follow, 
that Zoſua in ſparing them had been guilty of a-grei- 
vous crime ; and that the deſtrudtion of the Gibeonites 
by Saul had been a commendable aftion, which yet 
God Almighty was ſo diſpleaſed with, as to puniſh 
it after the manner already ſpoken ; and that we 


may be aſſured it was for that, and no other cauſe, 


he {aith exprelsly, 2, Sam. 21,1, {tis for Saul and 


for his bloudy houſe, becauſe he ſlew the Gibeonites. Now 


the Gibeonites (as it follows, 1n the next verle) were 
not of the Children of Iſrael, but of the remnant of the 
Amorites, and the Children of Iſrael had ſworn unto 
them. It is not any converfion- of the Gibeonites to 
the Jewiſh Religion, or any revocation of Gods com:- 
mand, it ſuch there were, but the oath only, that is 
here, and in other places mentioned, as the ground 
of the obligation which the Ch1/dren of 1/rael lay un- 
acr to ſpare them, Whereby rhe Scripture ſhewerh 
us, that oaths and promiſes, to what people or Nation 
ſoever they be made, ought inviolably to be kept. 

And ſo much may ſuffice for cafes of the third 
kind, which are taken irom the perſon to whom the 
oath 1s made. 

Hitherto nothing ſeems to hinder, but that we may 
take it for a general rule, that he who hath ſworn to 
his neighbour muſt not change ; for in the firſt rank 
of caſes, where the- matter was unlawtull or impoſl- 
ſible, the oath was irrecoverably falle; and in the 
ſecond rank, where the perſon was not in a condi- 
tion tounderſtand what he was about, no oath can 
properly be ſaid to have been taken art all. 


6. F. 
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In all other caſes an oath doth oblige; it obligeth 


(1 ſay) to as much as it implies ; but that we may 
zox, how much that is, let ns confider in the 

24. place 

2. In what ſenſe an oath on chr to be nj In 
order whereunto we cannot ale i a better rule, then the 
antient Civilians give us for the internretation of 
every doubtfuil ſpeech. fuozies idem ſermo duas ſen- 
© zentias exprimit, ea pot-imum excipiatur, qua rei ge- 


rende aptior eff. Thar tenſe is to be taken which 1s 
molt ſaujtable to the bufineis men are about. And 
this rule, as in all ocher dez:ings and contracts, 1o 


elpecially where there is the intervention of an oath, 


we ought religiouſly :o obſerve; that neither our 


neighbours may be impoſed upon, nor the Holy 
Name of God abnied, co malitions and deceitiull, or 


to vain and inflignificant purpoles. And "ik an 


oath was deſigned. as we find it Heb. 6.16, To 


end controverſies, and to make men confide in one 


another, it ought to be interpreted in ſach a ſenſe 
as 1s molt likely to anſwer that end, 

For which a Fon we may not preciſely, with- 
out limitation, accept the ſenſe of the {wearer, or 
of theImpoler, or that which the words oft the oath 
will bear, | 


:, Not of the {wearer ; becauſe tio may Cfnino- 


cate, or ule mental reſerves ; h= w5y as rhe 7eſuites 
commonly allow) fay the words of the oath, ond wor 
mntend to ſwear, or intend to jwrn”, nnd net inttnd to 


be obliged; which kind of LE leing they quite 
pervert the end of any oath, ar: never to be per- 


S 


mitted, But let us ſpeak fomr!: 2g of them teve- 


LD , No 
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r, No man can fave himfelt harmleſs by equivo- 
caii ns; that is tofay, by {wearing to what he knows. 
to be falſe, in the ſenſe of him ro whom he {weareth, 
but trae1n aprivate concealed lenſe of his own. For, 
as in the cafe of lying, 1t is not miſconceiving the 
matter our {clves, but ſpeaking contrary to- our 
knowledg it order to deceive others that makes the 
fault; ſoitis inthe caſe of perjury. We ſpeak not- - 

coour ſelves when we {wear, but to others, for the 
{atisfa&ion of whom the oath is made. And there- 
tore if there be any ſuch thing as perjury, that man 
is gmlty of it, who ſwears to thar. which he knows 
or thinks to be talſe, inthe ſenſe wherein he would 
have the v6 ap to underitand him, 
. And the ſame reaſon will condemn mental 7e- 


four when 2 man keeps ſomething 1n his 


mind , which added to 2 laying, otherwile falſe, 
and confidered together with it makes a true ſpec <ch, 
only we may add, that this kind of prattile, it we 
may be allowed to make a difference, ſeems more 
deſtrudive of ſociety, and more oppoſite to the 
end of an oath, then equizecation; becauſe equivo- 
cation may be bindred, where due care and diligence 
is uſed chat there be no 2ml: iguity of words ; but: 
mentd! reſervations can never be prevented, For 
example ; a man fivcars ne uſed no equivocation, or 
—— reſervation, or ſecret evaſzon, meaning, he 


alcth none 7hat he is willing to — known. Theſe 
things if they would ſerve to excuſe a man, were 
enough to baniſh all oaths and promiſes from humane 
Society, and to bring it to that paſs, that no man 

{ſhould be truſted ever the more becauſe of them. 


There 
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There are ſome who can be contented to admit-of 


ſwearing to Statutes with {uch re/erves as thele ; /o far 


as they are agreeable to the Laws of God and of the land, 


ſaving all oaths by me formerly taken, and ſuch like. 


But if this be underſtood of ſecret reſervations, it 
will give way to all manner of frand. What oath 
can then be too hard for men of this perſuaſion to 
{wallow ? A man. may {wear to the Alcoran, ſo lar 
as it is agreeable to the word of God, andthe Laws 
of theland; or take a quite contrary oath to mor- 
row to what he hath (worn to day. And although 
It be true, that no oath can bind us any farther, 


thenthe rules of juſtice and honeſty will allow us to 


00: yet it will not follow from hence, that a man 
may {wear to what he thinks unjuſt, uſing for a pri- 
vate Salvo, lo tar as it 1s agreeable to the rules of 


juſtice. For he that takes an oath, doth thereby 


own the performance of it, ſo far as he knows, 
to be lawfull, and agreable ro thoſe rules, which 
he 1s otherwiſe bound to obſerve and keep. 

Nevertheleſs, where ſome particular reſervations 
are publickly known and granted, by them that do 
require, as well as by them that do take the oath, 
It is as lawfull to uſe them , as if they were ex- 
presfly ſet down in the words of the oath it 
ſelf. 

3. What if a man (wears, and doth not intend 
to ſwear? We muſt acknowledge, that there 1s 
{omething of intention always required to an oath. 
Wherefore he cannot be ſaid to have ſworn, who 
only reads over the words, to acquaint himſelt or 
another perſon with it, or he that in ſwearing per- 

{ona tes 
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ſonates another man, or he that knoweth not what. 
an oath means, or he that hath brought himſelf to 
ſuch an ill habit of ſwearing, that he cannot tell 
whether he ſwears or no, But when a man ſpeaks 
the words of an oath, to the intent that he may 
be thought to {wear, by the perſon to whom the 
oath was to be directed. whatever elſe his inten- 
tions were, he hath undoubtedly ſworn; becauſe 
he hath invoked the Holy Name of God, 0 procure 
himlelf to be beleived. 

4, It would be likewiſe a frivolous excuſe, for 
any one to ſay, he intended to ſweare, but did not 
intend to be obliged, Such a pretence is grounded on 
this argument ; that no oath can oblige beyond the 
intention of him that ſw ears, and by conſequence, 
he that ſwears having no ones to be obliged, 
cannot be bound to any thing at all, Butin anſwer 
tothis, I ſhall ſhew hereaſter, how tar, 1n the inter- 
pretation ofan oath, we are to regard the intention 
of him that ſwears- for the preſent it may ſuffice 
to ſay, that if a man intends to ſwear, the oath in 
its own nature includes an obligation, wherher he 
intends to be obliged or no. And ſuch as this, or 
elſe the very ſame with it, is their opinion who will 
have a man to be free from the obligation of his 
oath, if at the time of taking it he did not intend to 
keep it, Which is in plain terms as much as to ſay, 
that aman1s not perjured, or 1 not unfaithfull, be. 
cauſe he 1s: for what 1s perjury, or what 1s unfaith- 
fulneſs, if that be not, for a man to ſwear to do- E! 
thing, and at the ſame time intend to do quite con- 
trary ? What can be more abſurd then to ſuppoſe, 

C - that 
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that both thoſe fins may be taken off, by adding a 
third fin of Hypocriſy ? But as- we may not, with- 
out limitation, accept the ſenſe of the ſwearer, 1o 
neither 

2. Arewe always to interpret an oath according 
to the ſenſe of the Impoſer. Ir being unreaſonable 
to give him ſo great a power over another mans con- 
icience, as to oblige him, eſpecially when the oath 
is deceitiully worded, to a ſenſe very different from, 
11 not directly oppofite to, whar he promiſed before 
God todo.,and apprehended tobe the Impoſers mean- 
ing: an eminent inſtant whereof there was, in the 
Solemn League and Covenant, It therefore, bona fide, 
ne that takes the oath, thinks it means one thing, 
and he that requires it, means another; the {wearer 1s 
not obliged to go beyond his own meaning; becauſe 
no act can bind a man that is not voluntary, and a 
mans will cannot reach to an unknown objec, 

But the caſe 1s otherwiſe, when the error 1s ex- 
trinſecal to the ſubſtance of the oath ; yea, though 
it give cauſe to the oath it felf, which, unleſs that 
error had intervened, would never have been made. 
Nor will it ſuffice tor a man to ſay, if he had known 
this or that he would not have {worn : for he ſhould 
have conſidered that before, and expreſfled it as a 
condition ; which it he neglet& ro do, he is bound 
ro as much as his oath contains: thus the oath of 
7oſua held good, though the error, that the Gibeo- 
nites came from a far Country , gave caule to that 
oath, which ratified a League, that would hardly 
elſe havegranted toa people which was fo numerous, 
and poſleſsed ſo conſiderable a part of the Country. 


If 
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If a manerreth about the conſequences of his pro- 
miflory oath, ſuch as we have not already taken 
notice of, are twofold, either hurtfull to himſelf, or 
to the perſon to whom he hath ſworn. 

The hurt of the {wearer 1s not ſufficient to deprive 
another man of that right, which the promiſſory 
oath hath conferred upon him; and though the 
damage may pollibly be ſo great, that the other 
ought in equity to releaſe him, (too rigorous exatQ- 
 ingof juſtice, being ſometimes no better then an in- ' 
jury_ yet it 1s not fit that he whois a debter to ano- 
ther man, ſhould, upon pretence of ſome private 
inconveniences, have power to releaſe himſelt. 

But if the a&t be manifeſtly hurtfull to the perſon 
tor whoſe ſake the oath was taken, (maniteſtly, I 
| ay, to exclude certain poſlible or probable harms, 
ſuch as temptations tofin, which every thing in the 
worid may at ſometimes afford) then an oath is ih- 
vaiid; not becaule of the ſwearers error, but by rea- 
fon ofthe other mans power of relinquiſhing or com- 
murting that which is his own, which if he either 
wanted opportunity, or were not otherwiſe in a 
condirion exprelsly to do, it is to be preſumed that 
the oath did ar firſt imply an exception to all ſuch 
accidents ; it being contrary to all equity, that a 
man who owes another a good turn, under pre- 
rence of exactneſs in keeping his promiſe, ſhould 
have liberty to do him harm; which would be in 
truth a kind of perfidiouſneſs, however it might 
leem to be a performance of that which was pro- 
miſed. 

But here perhaps it will be asked, ſeing it is ac- 

C-q knowledged, 
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knowledged, that it a man doth not rightly under- 
ſtand the 1mpoſers meaning, as to the contents of 
the oath, he is not bound ; what it a man who is 
made a member of a certain Society or Corporation, 
[wears duly to obſerve all the Laws and Cuſtoms 
thereol, or uprightly to diſcharge ſome particular 
office therein, when perhaps he doth not know all 
the Statutes belonging to ſuch a Corporation, or all 
che duties incumbent upon ſuch an office? I fay, 
upon this occaſion two queſtions may be asked. 
1. Whether every one that hath thus ſworn is gml- 
ty of a raſhoath, as having ſworn ro more then he 
knows? 2, Whether an oath taken in words ſo 
comprenenſive, doth oblige to the performance of 
every Statute? To reſolve which queſtions we are to 
conſider, what is either already exprefly declared to 
be, or may otherwiſe jnftly be preſumed to be the 
intention of the Legi/lator, and apply that to both 
of them, 


As to the firſt of theſe; doubtleſs the intention 
ol the Legi/lator was not, that every one thould 
know, what thole Statutes were before-hand, it be- 
ing neither likely that they ſhould be known, nor 
yet expedient that they ſhould be communicated. 
to every perſon; therefore the obligation was never 
intended, to lye upon any man farther, then thoſe 
Laws and Cuſtoms with common diligence thould 
come to his knowledge, It 1s farther obſervable, 
that he who finds any of them afterwards greivous 
to be born,-may by relinquiſhing his privilege be- 
come tree from his obligation, So thar here is no 
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ſnare laid for any mans Conſcience; tis in every 
mans power to ſave himſelf irom the guilt of perjury 
if he will; conſequently this cannot upon the ac- 
count of a mans not knowrng Statutes before hand, 
be reputed a raſh oath. Again though it be ſaid, 
that a mans will cannot reach to an unknown objet, 
yet it ſometimes 1s ſufficient it it be known in gene- 
rall, though his underſtanding doth not reach to all 
the ſeveral parts of it. Thus when a man {wears to 
obey another in licitis & honeſtrs, it 18 not requiſite, 
that he ſhould know particularly every thing that 
will be commanded ; ſo long as his oath contains 
a limitation, whereby he 1s ſecure from doing that 
which is unſeemly or unlawtull, 

In order to give an{wer to the 24. query, how far 
ſuch an oath doth extend? we may beaſſured rhat 
the principal intention ot every Legi//ator 1s, to pre- 
ſerve his Corporation that he makes Laws tor, Thoſe 


Statutes therefore of which we are in our Conſciences 


perſuaded, that they are of ſogreat moment, as thar 
the Conſtitution, Peace, Welfare, Honour and Se- 
curity of the Society to which we have {worn, do 
depend upon them; we are certainly obliged unto 
by viitue of our oath; as alſo ro thoſe particular 
Laws to which we have {worn by name, and whicli 
we are {aid in expreſs terms by virtue of our oath to 
be bound to obſerve, Bur: as for other ordinances 
which are of ſmaller concern, it 1s ſufficient, where 
we keep not them, it we be content, without oppoſ- 
ing of Authority, to undergoe the penalty annexed ; 
which is ſometimes fail as beneficial to the Society, 
as a pundual obſervance of Statutes; which 1s the 
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plicatte: declared ſenſe of divers Legiſlators, particularly of 


em ju- OUrS Of 2/35 place; and which 1s among molt perſons 


rament: 


79 Sea. very well known. 
zuta UV. 


"rj, Again whereas tis pollible, that among a great 

_ Ox, number of Statutes one may be found tro contradia 

another, every one that hath {worn to obſerve the 

{ſala Statutes, cannut ior that reaſon be aid to be 

ouilty of perjury. as having ſworn to both parts of 

a contradittion ; becaule the latter Statute, if made 

by equal Authority, doth invalidate the former, fo 

that no manis any longer obliged to obſerve the tor- 

mer Statute, or any other that 1s, either exprelly, 

or by conſequence, either by writing, or by a long 
prevailing cuſtom made null. 


And this explication will appear to be more rea- 
{onable, it we conſider 


3”, That we are not always to follow that ſenſe 
which the words of the oath will bear. And this is 


eafily deducible from what hath been already ſpoken; 
namely , that the end ofan oath ought cheifily to be 
conſidered in its interpretation ; ſo that the words 
are no otherwiſe to be obſerved, then as they are 
ſublervient to the principall deſign, according to 
which a man is obliged to pertorm, although the 
words according to Grammatical conſtruttion doe 
not imply ſo much as was intended, or although 
they may be taken in different ſenſes. In vain 
therefore did thoſe men think to avoid breach of 
faith, who having made a truce for ſeveral days fell 
upon their enemies quarters after Sun ſet, pretend- 
ing that the nights were not included, and the Ro- 
man Legate, who having promiſed Antiochus hall 


the 
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che thips divided every ſhip in half,and ſo made them | 
all uſeleſs for a Sea fight; and the Council ol Conſtance, 

that burnt Huſs after promiſe of ſafe condud, unleſs 

they have a better excuſe, then we read of in Mola- motams 
aus, namely, that it was promiſed he fooula come ſafe 755% 


hereticis 


thitber, due not that he ſhould goſafe hom again. ho ang 

To conc]ude then what hath been ſaid upon the ep. 3. 
ſecond general head. So far as the ſwearer appre - 
hends the meaning of him that impoſeth, or of him 
that requireth the oath and ſupplies the place ot the 
1mpoler, or of him for whoſe fake the oath is made; 
(tor the cale 1s alike 1n all) an oath binds. So char 
partly the fſenle of the ſwearer may be ſaid to be 
followed, inas much as t1s required, that heſhould 
rightly underſtand the matter ; partly that of the 
impoler, in as much-as it is 'not any conſtru&ion 
muſt ſerve, that the ſwearer can put upon it, but that 
which he was in his conſcience perſwaded to be 
agreeable to the impolers meaning. But not at 
all the ſignification of che words, unleſs it be as 
they do etteCtually explain the intention of the one 
to the other. 

By what hath been ſaid, we may be direQed in 
therefolugion of ſuch difficulties as © las do oc- 
cur upon this fabjedt, without being inquiſitive at- 
ter every little nicety, without medling wirh every 
{hift or evaſion that hath been invented by ſome 
men, Who ſeeme to have made it their buſineſs to 
entangle their daty, and render it unintelligible; 
And we find Prov, 20, 25, that it is a Sna1? to a 
man to devour that which is Holy, and after vo-»s to 


make enquiry : to bring upon himſelf thoſe ſacred 
and 


( 24 ) 
and venerable obligations, and afterwards, inſtead 
ol performing according to them, to ſeek ways how 
to be diſpenſed with, or how to come off, Afrer 
vows tomake enquiry, Solomon ſeems to account It A 
taulr, aiter a man hath taken an oath or vowed a vow, 
lo much as to enquire wherher he ought to keep it 
or no, For though it ſufliciently appears from what 
hath been already ſpoken, chat in ſome circumſtan- 
ces a man may have a very juſt cauſe, ro conſult and 
to adviſe both with himſelf and others, about the 
performance of his oath ; yet over much forward- 
neſs in that kind, doth generally betoken roo great 
an inclination to cavill at, to retra&, and go off irom 
what one hath done. When a man 1s in good earneſt 
reſolved to be honeſt, it is pollible indeed that he 
may, but he ſeldom doth need. much enquiry to find 
the way” Fidelity is very plain and ealy, and the 
knowledge of it ſufficiently planted in every mans 
nature, A faithfull man hath a ſure and ftraight 
path towalk in, needs not turn to the right hand, or 
zo the left, it is not his buſineſs to do, .and undoe, 
to lay and unſay, to equivocate, and to talfity ; he 
/rev.19.1s not forced, as Solomon calleth it, to pervert his 
ways, to turn and wind himſelf every way for fear 
of being diſcovered, He doth hardly tand in need 
of any thing elle in this matter, that hath an honeſt 
mind and a good conſcience to dire& him, And 


cheretore | ſhall infilt nolonger upon caſes, but pro- 


ceed to lhew in the 


3*. and laſt place how great the obligation of an 


oath is. An oath 1s a ſolemn invocation of God to 
witneſs what we ſay, by his fayour and mercy to us, 


it 
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( 25) | 
if it be true, or by his vengeance upon us, 1 it be 
falſe. So that every one who makes not good what 
he hath ſworn, doth denounce a curſe againſt him- 
ſelf, either in general, or in ſome particular concern. 
For the curſe is not always general, but may be li- 
mited. For example; when men {wear by Crea- 
tures, (as was the cuſtome among the anrients, to 
{wear by thoſe eſpecially that were moſt near and 
dear to them) then they defire of God, according as 
they ſpeak true or falſe, a ſignal favour or an exem- 
plary puniſhment in thoſe Creatures, But even this 
{wearing 1s by God; it is he thatis called upon, as a 
_ faithfullwitneſs of, and a juſt judge between truth 
and fallehood, a defender and maintainer of the 
one, an avenger and puniſher of the other. Whence 
that 1s abundantly verified which our Saviour faith 
Mat. 23.21 and 22, Whoſo ſhall ſwear by the Tem- 
ple, ſweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein ; 
and he that ſhall ſwear by Heaven, ſmeareth by the 
Throne of God, and by him that ſitteth thereon. For 
in {uch oaths a man deſireth of God, as a puniſhment 
it he {weareth falſely, that God will not hear himin 
his Temple, or that he will not hereafter bring him 
to, or in the mean time fend down bleſſings upon 
him from Heaven. And from thar clauſe of ours, /o 
help me God and by the contents of this Book, we may 
lee what great care we ought to take, to perform ac- 
cording to what we have ſworn, becauſe otherwiſe 
we renounce that upon which alone we can depend 
tor Salvation, we ſhut our ſelves out from that com- 
mon intereſt which God Almighty doth allow us in 
his mercy andfayour, of which the Goſpel is the ſole 
Conveyance. D Again, 
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Again, whereas an oath duly and confiderately 


taken , implies a pious acknowledgment of. Gods 
cheit Attributes and prerogatives, his omnipreſence, 
omniſcience, omnipotence, juſtice and veracity 3 


and conſequently is a part of Religious worſhip, and 
as ſuch enjoyned by God Dent. 6. 13. Thou ſhalt fear 
the Lord thy God, and ferve him, and fhalt ſwear by 
his Name ; the not periorming according thereunto, 
argues a diſowning the torementioned Attributes, 
and is the greatelt protanation of Gods worſhip. 

It is an high advantage and privilege which God 
vouchſateth to us, in that he gives us leaye upon 
urgent and weighty cauſes to make uſe of his glorious 
Name.as a ſeal toconfirme the truth of what we aſſert; 
If therefore we take it up to avouch a falſehood, 
we are exceedingly ungratefull , we falfity that 
Seal, we profane that dreadfall Name, we apply 


that which 1s moſtſacred to the worſt of uſes. 


Ii we hope after fo great a crime to eſcape un- 
puniſhed, we do in effeG& aſcribe that to God which 
is the Charader of the Devil, that he 1s the Patron 
and encourager of lyes; whereby we make our 
ſelves, as the Scholemen rightly obſerve, guilty of 
a worſe fault then theirs was who Crucified our Sa- 
viour. Bonds and impriſonment, and death it ſelf 
are all to be preterred before fin; they have often 
been inflicted upon good men; they have not ſeldom 
been made choice of by them to avoid fin ; he there- 
fore that endeavours to bring God to ſhare with him 
in his ſin, puts himto a greater ſhame, offers a more 
hainous affront and indignity to Chriſt, then it he 
ſpit in bzs face, or put him to any bodily pain. : 

This 
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This fin 'contains ſomething in it peculiar which 
makes repentance more difficult to be prattiſed, par- 
don more hardly to be obtained, then in moſt others. 
For with what face can a man invoke that Mercy 
which he hath expreſsly renounced ? how juſt is it, 
that he who hath thus diſclaimed Gods favour, ſhould 
be forſaken when he ſtands moſt in need of ir ? that 
he who hath thus abuſed the Holy Name of God. 
ſhould not be heard when he calleth upon that Name? 
although it be otherwile. as Slomon telleth us, d Prov. 18, 
ſtrong Tower, the righteous runneth unto it, and is © 
ſafe. 

For theſe and the like cauſes, an oath hath gene- 
rally been looked upon as a {nfticient affurance and 
confirmation ol the truth of any matter ; and men 
have ſometimes been tried by their own oaths, whe- 


ther they have been guilty of capital crimes or no: 


as If it were beleived, that he who had committed 
the molt hainous offenſes otherwiſe, would yet hard- 
ly venture upon that, though it were to fave his lite : 
could not poſtibly incurr it,withour rifing to an high- 

er pitch of wickedneſs then he was at betore, 
I ſhall not ar large deſcribe all the ſeveral inferi- 
or fins whichare included in the breach ot a promiſfſo- 
ry oath ; but ſhall only in breif take notice, that it 
truth requires us to be ſincere in our promiſes, and 
aſterwards carefull ro perform that which we have 
promiſed ; if a faileur in either of theſe parts be 
blameable, becauſe it is a falſehood, becauſe it is 
contrary to the ends of ſpeech, becauſe it is a de- 
celving of our neighbour and a breach of truſt, be- 
cauſeit is an infringement of juſtice to reſume that 
23.8 right 
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right which we had before transferred, becaule it is a 
violation of friendſhip, and an abſolute contradiction 
rothat golden rule,of doing to others as we would they 
ſhould do to us, (every man being apt to complain 
that he is hardly dealt withall, whenſoever any by 
ſuch artifices hath circumvented him; ) and laſtly, 
it Faith, that 1s, fidelircy in our pats and promiſes 
be, as our Saviour tells us Mat. 23.23, one ol the 
molt weig hty matters of the Divine Law; what then 
will our condition be, when to all theſe obligations, 
we have added the higheſt that can be laid upon us, 
{o that by breaking them we not only deſerve, but 
in expreſs terms invoke the vengeance of God, 
wedo as it were engage God in honour, to vindicate 
his Name and his attributes irom the abuſes and 
contempts that we have put upon them, 

He that thus ſeriouſly confiders what an oath is, 
cannot ſurely beleive that any man 1s above the ob- 
ligation of it. So that that is an unſufferable maxime 
faid to be uſed in the Court of Rome; non eſse Regum 
aut Magiſtratuum, ſedmercatorum ſtare juramentis, It 
i5 not a thing confined, either to one ſort of men, 
or to mankind only, but reacheth even to the Angels, 

Da.12-aS We find In the Holy Scriptures; yea (with reve- 
Rev, 10, rence be it ſpoken.) God himſelf is bound by his 
6 promiſe; and if to any promiſe of his, an oath be 
{uperadded, (which in him is an appeal to ſome one 
of his Attributes, but implies no execration) the 
Heb £ Apoſtletells us they are two immutable things. 

And as no man can be too great for ſuch an obli- 
gation himſelf: ſo neither can any man diſpen/e 
with it in others. Wherefore we may IpiBy cop: 

emn 
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demn @ ecrrupt cuſtom uſed in ſome Countries, of 
ſuperiors diſpenſing with their ſubjects oaths. Which 
itever it can be done, muſt be in caſe of right by 
ſuch oaths either given to them, or unjuſtly raken 
from them or others. And theſe cannot properly 
be called diſpenſations; at leaſt not ſuch as do de- 
note any pecaliar power in them; for if any thing 
by ſuch oaths is given to them, who doubts but that 
they may recede from their own right, which any 
man elſe hath liberty todo? and ſuch oaths as would 
take any thing unjuſtly from them or any others, 
would be void without a diſpenſation. Neither yet 
can it bedenied, but that in other caſes, ſo often as 
they are doubtfull, men wonld do well to betake 
rhemſelves to their own Clergy, or elſe to Dottors of 
the Law for advice and dire&ion. But toluppoſe ſuch 
perſons able to diſpenſe with Perjury, or to make 
void an oath, otherwiſe valid, in which their own 
right was not concerned; 1s to give them leave to. 
diſpenſe with and diſpoſe of other mens rights, 
and to make void the Laws of God, as in other 
reſpe&s, ſo particularly about that ſacred bond, 
which no cauſe (ſaving ſuch limications as we. 
have already taken notice of) can juſtify the viola- 
tion or. 

Though there have been ſome (who are ſo well 
known that I need not name them) that have held 
it lawfall for the ſake of Religion to break an oath ; 
that is to ſay, to uphold Religzon by taking away 
the main ſupport, and by hindring the whole bene- 
fit ofit; to diſhonour God, to rob him of his At- 
tributes, to profane his Holy Name, to break his 

D 3 Com- 
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Commandments, to renounce Salvation ; and all 
this for the ſake of Religion. 
But whatever others may fay in ſome circumſtan- 
ces is lawfull to be done for their Religion, 1 hope 
none of us do ſuppole ſuch a pradtice allowable for 
the ſake of our own; which is in a very bad caſe, it 
that be the beſt expedient we can find to ſupport i It. 
Rom-3:8. Ie muſt not do evill, and if not any, then certainly 
not ſo great an evill, zhat good may come. God itands 
not inneed of our nood, much leſs of our evil ations. 
Truth, as it doth not need, {o neither will it admir 
the aſlitance of falſhood to keep it up. If it did, 
it would acquire only areproach and dileſteem to it 
ſelf; for men do diſparage any cauſe which by 
ſuch methods they endeavour to mantain, And 'tis 
utterly impoſſible that ever the true Religion ſhould 
allow of ſuch practiſes as overturn the toundations of 
all Religion. 
Wherefore we are al of us obliged tor the honour 
of our God, and of our Religion, for our own ſake, 
and for the hope that we have of everlaſting Salvation, 
mi, When we havetaken an oath to bind our Souls with a 
30.22 bond, not to break our word, but to do according to 

all that proceedeth out of our mouth; when we have 
Deut.2z, vowed a vow unto the Lord not to negled to pay it;, for 
2i. the Lordour God will ſurely require it of us. 
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